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Copyright & Disclaimer

The author and publisher, have made every effort to produce a high quality,
informative and helpful document. However, they make no representation or
warranties of any kind with regard to the completeness or accuracy of the
contents of the document. They accept no liability of any kind for any losses or
damages caused or alleged to be caused, directly or indirectly, from using the
information contained in this document.

The information presented herein represents the view of the author as of the
date of publication. Because of the rate with which conditions change, the author
reserves the right to alter and update his opinion based on the new conditions.
The report is for informational purposes only.

While every attempt has been made to verify the information provided in this
report, neither the author nor his affiliates/partners assume any responsibility
for errors, inaccuracies or omissions. Any slights of people or organizations are
unintentional. If advice concerning legal or related matters is needed, the
services of a fully qualified professional should be sought.

This report is not intended for use as a source of legal or accounting advice. You
should be aware of any laws which govern business transactions or other
business practices in your country and state.

Any reference to any person or business whether living or dead is purely
coincidental.

© Copyright 2011.

All rights reserved worldwide.
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Introduction

Author's Note

There is a wide variety of e-book formats that can be divided into 2 categories:
PDF/exe and e-publications (ePub, MOBI, etc.). This report discusses self
publishing your ebook in a variety of e-publishing formats at Smashwords. It
should be noted that the e-publishing format is ideally suited to fiction, as these
formats don't display graphics very well at this stage.

See Turn Your E-book Into a Masterpiece for details about formatting a PDF
ebook.

Mark Coker founded Smashwords in 2008 to change the way books are
published, marketed and sold.

Mark is co-author along with his wife, Lesleyann, of Boob Tube, a novel that
explores the behind-the-scenes world of daytime television soap operas. It was
Mark's experience trying to get Boob Tube published that inspired him to start
Smashwords. He believes Smashwords holds the promise to make publishing
more enriching for authors, readers and publishers.

In the three years since its launch, Smashwords has grown to become the
leading ebook publishing and distribution platform for indie authors and small
publishers. Over 13,000 authors from around the world have published more
than 30,000 books at Smashwords.

ePublishing (as it is more accurately known) is the publishing of ebooks for
mobile devices, like the Kindle.

Smashwords takes your original Microsoft Word source file, usually in .doc
format, and converts it into multiple ebook formats such as .EPUB, PDF. .RTF,
.PDB, .MOBI, LRF and TXT, as well as into online HTML and Javascript formats.

Preparation

I strongly recommend following Mark’s advice, “It's [Style Guide] required
reading if you want your ebook accepted into the Smashwords Premium Catalog
for distribution to major online ebook retailers such as Apple, Barnes & Noble,
Sony, Kobo, Diesel and Amazon.” It should take you about an hour or so to
familiarize yourself with the Style Guide.

And... "If you ever hear an author or reader complain that their Smashwords
book looked like [insert your favorite expletive], it means the author didn't
follow the Style Guide. Take the time to follow the guide. You've invested years
- possibly even a lifetime - to write your masterpiece, so take 30 minutes or an


http://mhq.sitesell.com/ebook-design.html
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hour to study the Guide and learn how easy it is to create a good-looking multi-
format ebook you and your readers will be proud of."

On the Smashwords site there are actually 2 examples of well-formatted
Smashwords ebooks. Well worth having a look at these.

Forget everything you've read (or know) about book design, as your manuscript
will need to be a very Word file that you upload to Smashwords.

Before you create your Smashwords account, have a flat cover image ready (this
will be uploaded to Smashwords). The size should be 600 pixels wide by 900
pixels high.

Create your free Smashwords account...

Www.smashwords.com

If you already have a Smashwords account, log in to your account.

Upload Your Book

Click the Publish link.

Complete the form with your book's details.


http://www.smashwords.com/
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1 Title and Synopsis

Title
The title of your book.

H—

Short Description

The short description of your book appears in summary views and on your Smashwords book page, and is
distributed to some retailers.

0 characters so far, 400 remain.
Instructions: Your short description will be used to market your book throughout the Smashwaords site, and shared
some with retailers. AVOID ALL CAPS, and do not enter email addresses, hyperlinks or promotions. Limited to 400
characters ar fewer.

Long Description (optional)
The long descripton of your book appears on your Smashwords book page, and is distributed to most retailers.
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NOTE: When you add the price for your ebook, you will see a chart that shows
you the different portions everyone makes.

Price
' Make my book free
C Let my readers determine the price
& Charge a specific amount for my book: §3.95 {minimum: $0.98USD)

3% B thor $2.01
B s achuords: 3052
‘1 0% MM gijing Fees: $0.41

76%

MNon-affiliate sales

-Author: $2.49

10% 7%
Bt ate: $0.20
‘1 0% Mg ashwords: $0.65
B gilling Fees: $0.41
63%

You have a variety of formats to choose from:

Affiliate sales

NOTE: If your book does not have graphics, tables or columns in, I would
suggest choosing all the formats - it widens your market.

"Meatgrinder has other limitations. It doesn’t support tables or
columns. It doesn’t take full advantage of some of the capabilities of
formats such as EPUB and .MOBI. We're aware of the limitations, and
you should be too." - Smashwords Style Guide

e epub
Your most important format. An open industry format, supported by the
Sony Reader, Barnes & Noble Nook, most mobile apps [Stanza, Aldiko,
Shortcovers], and many other reading systems.

e Sony Reader (LRF)
LRF is the format used on Sony Reader ebook devices.
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e Kindle (.mobi)
Mobipocket is an eBook format supported on Windows PCs and many
handheld devices. Important if you want your book easily importable into
Amazon's Kindle reading device.

e Palm Doc (PDB)
PalmDoc is a format primarily used on Palm Pilot devices, but readers are
available for PalmQOS, Symbian OS, Windows Mobile Pocket
PC/Smartphone, desktop Windows, and Macintosh.

e« PDF
Portable Document Format, or PDF, is a file format readable by most
devices, including handheld e-readers, PDAs, and computers. A good
format if your work contains fancy formatting, charts or images.

e RTF
Rich Text Format, or RTF, is a cross-platform document format supported
by many word processors and devices. Usually pretty good at preserving
original formatting from Word documents.

e Plain Text
Plain text is the most widely supported file format, working on nearly all
readers and devices. It lacks formatting, but will work anywhere. For best
results with plain text, your source document should not contain fancy
formatting or images.

When you are done filling in the form, browse to where your Word file (your
ebook) is on your computer, and then click the Publish button.

Depending on the size of your file, it may take a few minutes to upload to
Smashwords. You can actually log out, and carry on with something else while
the file is uploading.

You will receive a confirmation mail that your ebook is uploaded.

When your ebook is uploaded, you can view the details in the Dashboard.

Title Status Operationz Price Books Downloadz® Linkedin Date Premium
- - ¥ ¥ Sold¥ (Paid + Free Membeg Publizhe§ Statuz
Samplez) Libraries
Seasons  Published Settings | 3395 0 ar ] 110810 Approved
Clickto Upload new version an
unpublish | Coupon | Stats | 1210210

SEQ|
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If your ebook has formatting errors, you will be able to find these through your
Dashboard. You will need to fix the errors and then re-upload.

You can view all the details about your ebook, and you can download a free copy
(in any format) to check.

Go to your Dashboard, and then click on your ebook’s title (see below).

Title Status Operations Frice Books
Sold
¥

-
& - - -

Zeaso Published =etiingz | 285 0
é 1 Click to plosd nesw wersion

unpublizh | Coupon | Stats |
SED |

Your ebook’s details will display...

Ebook Price: $3.95 USD
You've bought it!
Thiz iz your book.

f"r' - Seasons
L 4

Ehioaok By Calin Dunkbar
Rating: Mot yet rated.

by
‘E: . ;- ‘ Publizhed: Mow. 08, 2010
(s /“I CUSOTE  category:

B . Copies sold: 0
eehon of - Fiction » Anthologies » Short P
short storie Y . . Tatal dawenloads: 39
stories - single author ) )
Post videos about it

Wiords: 5199 (approximate)

- ) Edit this baak.
= Language: English )
1 —_— Wignny stats.
o~ _—— SEO links.

- [add to library] .
Manage this book's coupon.

i Hide this hook by unpublizhing it.
Ebook Description ¥ e ?

A collection of short stories and poems on the seazons of
life.
I& your book available in print?

Ta s Publish in print swith YWiordclay.
Add a hyperlink to where
yaur baok is already far sale in print.

paems abodt life, staories that matter, caolin dunkbar

Available Ebook reading formats:

You have purchased this book.

Format Full I= your book available as an
Book audio book 7
Create an audio boak at
Online Reading (HTHL) Wiewy Padiohooks.
Online Reading (JavaZcrigt) Wi Add a hyperlink to where

Kindle (.mabi) Download YO baak iz already available

&= an audio book.
Epub [(open industry format, good for Stanza Dovvnload

reader, athers)

POF (good for highly formatted books, ar far Davevnload
harme prirting)

, o Bookmark on, Delicious
W e et gl o), o Y rigaeme el ‘-c--ujR ———

Bookmark or share this title:
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Submit to Premium Catalog

You can submit your ebook to Smashword's Premium Catalog. This means your
book will be available to, “the Smashwords Premium Catalog for distribution to
major online ebook retailers such as Apple, Barnes & Noble, Sony, Kobo, Diesel
and Amazon.”

You will need an ISBN to have your ebook included in the Premium Catalog, and
the formatting must be 100% correct.

In Closing

Even though formatting an ebook for Smashwords takes a bit of time, and is
different to formatting a PDF ebook, or hard copy ebook, you will have your
ebook exposed to a bigger market.

Smashwords also have The Smashwords Book Marketing Guide - a really
neat guide to help with the marketing of your ebook.

Give it a try.

While designing an ebook for uploading to Smashwords is fairly straightforward,
it will take time and experience with Word. If you don't have the time to design
your ebook, an SBI! Coach can do it for you. And the Coach can even upload
your ebook to Smashwords for you...

http://coaching.sitesell.com/



http://coaching.sitesell.com/

